
Step 3

Class 1 (part 2)
.

.Start your essay today

Goal

• For first year students commence their first assessment, an essay, 

• Draw on first instalment of content, in first lecture (recorded)

• Activity designed to engage them in making a start on essay    



How to start an essay (plan) 

• State your point of view – a thesis statement (also called your argument)

• Choose supporting points (choose two to start)

• Are like mini-theses 

• Needed to support your thesis   



Criteria and components 

Essential ingredient – must contain a conclusion 

A thesis statement is a stated conclusion (chosen point of view) 

Main points function to support the thesis 

-  so, must be structured to support view stated in thesis

-  but unlike thesis, must be supported with evidence and reasoning

we will come back to argument soon

to look at ways to construct arguments in more detail



Public relations has progressed 

from its early history of manipulative 

practices to become an ethical 

profession.

The Essay Proposition 
Z 



ACTIVITY
.

start plan 

Write a thesis statement

This is the first sentence of the essay

EXAMPLE

This essay will argue that public relations has …



ACTIVITY
.

Choosing main points

Main points work to support thesis
                               

Choose two potential main points covered this week

               in classes and materials 

These points will form your working plan



Building main/supporting points 

Components for main points/supporting arguments

- Support for arguments: conclusions (the mini-theses)  

- Explanations of concept/s (to demonstrate / support) 

- Expert opinion: textbooks, published works

- Historical incidents (to support: demonstrate or illustrate point 

- Examples of PR outputs (e.g., media output) and/or outcomes from practices 

- Can construct a few fictitious but realistic scenario examples to help illustrate point

- Logic (sound and compelling reasoning)

- Referencing (supporting facts and information: including theory, expert opinion)



Comparison method for constructing an argument  

Comparing practices from points of history to demonstrate change in 
practices at ethical level

H 1:    earlier point in history 

H 2:    later point in history (can include contemporary)

Comparison demonstrates change in practices at an ethics level 

For conclusion: to support a thesis that ethics have changed 
(or counter argument if arguing opposite view) 



Why planning is useful
the benefits

Growing the plan to the point where all the information

needed for the essay is sitting in the plan  

- Breaks task down: into more manageable (less stressful)

- Holding space: for banking points, ideas, evidence

- Flexibility: for adding, deleting, modifying points   

- Can focus on one or few points or aspects at a time 

- Efficiency and effectiveness 



Develop plan to point 

where it contains all the details needed 

to write a first full draft

Helps overcome writer’s block 

and other problems people often experience with writing 



Topics covered following weeks
COVERED IN PODCASTS

Think like a lawyer is used to examine importance and need for

Persuasion

Logic reasoning 

Argument: balance and quality (what is compelling, overstating & credibility 

Clear and concise expression 

Formal language protocols (avoid casual language)

Technical language protocols  

Evidence: sourcing and evaluating

Referencing protocols     
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